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DEDICATION 
John M. Aikman 
RoM the rolling hills of Central Nebraska's upl.and , 
prairies came a man who was to influence aild in-
struct more than 2000 Iowa State University For-
esters. Through his seemingly endless patience and 
many practical approaches to ecology, dendrology 
and related botany courses, John M. Aikman has 
continued to inspire and stimulate the many students 
that he has taught. His teaching and research has 
moulded these students into better, more capable 
professional foresters. Foresters with a rich under-
standing and appreciation of the botanical field with-
in which they work. 
Born on March 3, 1893 to Thomas M. Aikman and 
Darthula Mulvaney Aikman, young Aikman was 
from the very beginning associated with nature. His 
father , a Methodist minister, had taken out one of 
the last timber claims on a homestead in central 
Nebraska near the town of Broken Bow. When John 
Aikman was two years old the family moved to the 
small town of Rulo, in Southeastern Nebraska. As he 
grew older and began to explore the world outside 
his front yard, his older brother would take him along 
with his friends on their frequent fishing and hunt-
ing jaunts along the Missouri River. 
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During his high school days the superintendent of 
the high school taught botany, which interested John 
Aikman very much. His love for the out-of-doors, fio 1' 
experimental science and a desire to become a teach~./! 
er persuaded him to enter Nebraska Wesleyan Uni-
ver in the fall of 1911 , majoring in botany. Here as 
an undergraduate , Joiin Aikman worked in the bot! 
any department as a lab assistant and also as a reader 
for the department of English. With the First World 
War booming across the. Atlantic, he received hi ~ 
A.B. degree in botany in 1917 and enlisted in the~ 
Army, serving with the Medical Corps. He received 
his training at the Mayo clinic, Rochester, Minnesota;· 
as a clinical laboratory technician. After training he 
was assigned to the U.S. General Hospital #9, in 
Lakewood, New Jersey, where he was a Non-com in 
charge of the Clinical laboratory and autopsies and 
attained the rank of Sargeant first-class. 
Returning to civilian life and his home state, Ne-
braska, Mr. Aikman became Superintendent of the 
Whitman Nebraska school system in 1919. In the 
fall of 1920, he took books in hand and accepted a 
teaching fellowship at Nebraska Wesleyan to begin 
work on his A.M. degree in botany. The following 
year, after receiving his A.M. degree he was offered 
an assistant professorship by Nebraska Wesleyan 
which he accepted. 
During this period of his life his activities had 
been and were continuing at a quite rapid pace. He 
continued his botanical studies at the University of 
Chicago during the summer of 1922. That fall he 
began work on his Ph.D. degree at the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln. While Mr. Aikman worked on 
his degree , he also taught botany full-time at Ne-
braska Wesleyan. In 1923, Mr. Aikman was pro-
moted to the position of Associate Professor of Bot-
any. During this year John Aikman married Miss 
Margaret Dafoe of Tecumseh, Nebraska. Mrs. Marg-
aret Dafoe Aikman passed away in 1937. He re-
married in 1940 to Miss Ella Randel of Ottumwa, 
Iowa. 
During the mid 20's, Mr. Aikman remained at 
Nebraska Wesleyan teaching while carrying on his 
doctorate program at the University of Nebraska. On 
receiving his Ph.D. degree in botany with a minor in 
zoology in 1927, Dr. Aikman accepted a position on 
the Botany staff here at Iowa State University. 
The 1964 
In September 1927, Dr. John Aikman began his 
long career of instructing Iowa State Foresters that 
has contributed so much to the wide recognition of 
Iowa State Forestry graduates. He promptly began 
extensive research in the field of plant ecology. This 
leadership has directed over 40 graduate students 
who have since become well established in all fields 
of education, research, and industry. He also con-
tributed to the training of many graduate students in 
the related fields of agronomy, entomology, forestry, 
and wildlife management. 
In 1934, Dr. Aikman was granted a leave of ab-
sence to work with the United States Forest Service 
as the U.S. Senior Botanist in charge of research in-
vestigating the ecological possibilitities of shelterbelt 
planting in the plains region. He participated in 
another research program carried out through the co-
operative effort of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment 
Station and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service on 
ecological studies of erosion control plants on hilly 
ground. Dr. Aikman was project supervisor on a 
part-time basis on this program between 1937 and 
1947. He also has participated in cooperative re-
search projects with the Iowa Highway Commission 
on ecological studies of highway planting since 1949, 
and with the Iowa Conservation Commission on 
prairie research since 1945. 
More recently Dr. Aikman, on ·leave of absence 
from Iowa State, served with the State Department 
in the Foreign Agricultural Service as Director of the 
Tropical Experimental Station, at PichiUngue, Ecu-
ador, from 1951 to 1953. During this time, research 
was conducted on agronomic, horticultural, and for-
estry crops, including work on the ecology of Balsa 
(Ochroma lagopus Swartz). 
Dr. Aikman has been active with the Cardinal 
Guild , serving as faculty member from 1930 to 1951 
and was tapped for Cardinal Key in 1944. As chair-
man of the Conservation Committee of the Iowa 
Academy of Science, Dr. Aikman lead efforts which 
have resulted in the acquisition and maintenance of 
AMES FORESTER 
the Iowa prmne preserves. He has authored many 
scientific papers and popular articles. 
In 1946, Dr. Aikman served as president of the 
Ecological Society of America and for 15 years served 
on the editorial board and Executive Committee of 
the Society. At the 1964 Iowa State Foresters' Ban-
quet, he was presented with the Frudden plaque, 
, awarded by the Iowa Chapter of the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters for his work and many contributions to 
the advancement of Iowa Forestry. He is a fellow 
of the Iowa Academy of Science and of the A.A.A.S. 
In 1951, Dr John Aikman was honored by his alma 
mater, Nebraska Wesleyan, with a honorary Sc.D. 
degree. Dr. Aikman also served as chairman of the 
Central States Section of the Botanical Society of 
America for one term. Other organizations to which 
he belongs include Gamma Sigma Delta, Phi Kappa 
Phi, Sigma Xi, American Society of Plant Taxonom-
ists, American Society of Plant Physiologists, Ameri-
can Society of Naturalists, American Society of 
Range Management (charter member), and the N a-
ture Conservancy. 
A member of Collegiate Methodist Church, Dr. Aik-
man has been active in church affairs for more than 
30 years. During this time he was a member of the 
Wesley Foundation State Board and this organiza-
tion's Executive Committee, a member of the Con-
ference and Area Commissions of Education, and a 
Member of the Iowa Council of Churches. 
Dr. Aikman has two chillfren, both Iowa State 
alumni. The Aikmans plan to move to the Lake Bull-
shoals area of southern Missouri this spring for re-
tirement, but will return to Ames during the winter 
months. He still has two research projects under-
way and will use this time on research, library work 
and writing. 
John M. DeVilbiss 
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